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PBKA  Winter Programme 2022-23                 Issued: 28th September 2022  

 

Sunday 
2nd October 2022 

10.00.-4.00.  

‘Apple Day’ : Hutton in the Forest    
 
Unfortunately, PBKA will not have a stall at this event this year,  
but it is will be an enjoyable event to attend for you and the family.   
 

Visit www.visiteden.co.uk for further details. 
 

Sunday 
9th October 2022 

2.00.p.m. 
 

Great Salkeld Village Hall 
CA11 9LW 

 
There is on street parking 
around the hall.  
 
 

‘Beekeepers’ Question Time’ 
 
You are invited to pose questions to our panel of experts: 
 
Fred Ayres  (Chair, Lune Valley Beekeepers)    
Stephen Barnes (Chair, BBKA & Keswick BKA )     
 Dominic Rhodes  (Vice Chair,  PBKA)    
 

Chaired by :  Mike Innerdale (PBKA) 
 
Send your question/s in advance to Mike : 
michael.innerdale@naturaltrust.org.uk  
 
Questions can be submitted on arrival but may not be selected if sufficient 
have already been received.  
 

Followed by refreshments and an opportunity to informally share the 

‘tips and tricks’ you have used during the season with other members. 
 

Saturday 
12th November 2022 

Cumbria Beekeepers Association : Honey Show 
Further information to follow.  

Sunday 
20th November 2022 

2.00.p.m. 
 

Langwathby Village Hall  
CA10 1NQ 

‘Exploring the climatic drivers of  
honey bee colonies and disease development.’ 

 
Ben Rowland,  from the School of Natural and Environmental Studies at 
Newcastle University,  will share his research findings on the connections 
between bee health and the weather.   For further information see article in 
Bee Craft Journal: February 2022  
 

Sunday  

http://www.visiteden.co.uk/
mailto:michael.innerdale@naturaltrust.org.uk
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4th December 2022 
2.00.p.m. 

Greystoke Village Hall  
CA11 0TW 

‘Hives Galore’  
 Led by Dominic Rhodes. 

A workshop to explore the pros and cons of  different types of  bee hives.  As 
well as those being presented by Dominic , members are also invited to bring 
along examples of hives that they use.  The session will also include guidance 
on setting up observation hives.  

Sunday 
15th January 2023 

2.00.p.m. 
 
Shap Memorial  Hall   
CA10 3NL 

 

‘Preparing for the Spring’  by Stewart Beattie 

 
Advice on how to prepare during the spring  to ensure that your bees are in 
‘fine fettle’ to successfully begin the summer season.  
 
 

Sunday 
12th February 2022 

2.00. p.m. 
 
Haydock  Community 
Centre Centre, 
Penrith  CA11 9EN  
 
(nr. St. Catherine’s Church)  

 

‘The Northumberland Honey Company’  
 

Buzz Products!     
Queen rearing, mead making ,honey and much more…  

 
Luke and Suzie’s  presentation will provide an insight into the commercial 
world of preparing and retailing bee products.  
 
The session  will include an opportunity to sample the company’s  award 
winning sparkling mead and will provide pointers on how you can make 
mead yourself  so that you can enter the  ‘mead making competition’ which 
PBKA will run in the autumn.   

Saturday 4th March 
7.00. for 7.30. 

 
Great Salkeld Village Hall  
 
CA11 9LW 
 
 
 
 

A social event  for you , your family and friends to enjoy:  
 
Curry Evening:  Exotic selection of curries and accompaniments prepared 

by Cumbria’s Celebrity Chef,  John Crouch.  
 
 

Followed by ‘A Touch of Magic’  presented by  Stuart Bowie.  

 
£10 per person. 

 
For reservations and tickets contact Margaret: mr4cnr@gmail.com / tel: 
01768 894404  

Wednesday 22nd March 
7.30.p.m 

 
Zoom Meeting 

Viruses  : What do viruses do all day? 

What is a virus and how do they affect our honey bees? What we can do to 
minimise the impact of their infection and how to avoid it spreading between 
colonies?   
 
Presented by Buckfast Beekeepers: Martin Hann and Claire Demsley  

Sunday 2nd April 
2.00.p.m. 

 

AGM followed by presentation: 

mailto:mr4cnr@gmail.com
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Great Salkeld Village Hall  
CA11 9LW 

 

                              ‘Bees through the Artist’s Lens.’  
by Stephen Livingstone : 

21st – 23rd April 2023 
 

 

BBKA   Spring Convention 

Harper Adams University , 

Shropshire, TF10 8NB 

Visit www.bbka.org.uk for further details. 
 

Sunday 7th May 2023  
1.30.-3.30.  

Branch Meeting at Acorn Bank . 
See PBKA 2023 Calendar May – September 

for full list of Branch Meetings at Acorn Bank. 

 

Notes about Session Presenters:  

Fred Ayres A highly experienced beekeeper,  Fred is committed to promoting methods of 

beekeeping which:  

• Treat the bee colony as a complete organism 

• Minimises intrusions into the colony 

• Allows the bees’ own swarming impulses to determine reproduction 

• Overwinters colonies on their own honey 

• Maintains colony density at a level appropriate to local forage conditions 

• Does not involve the use of chemicals. 

He has particular experience of using Long Hives and has developed his own design 
based on models he has examined from a wide range of sources over the years.   

Stephen Barnes Stephen’s first contact  with honey bees was 55 years ago when he began 
beekeeping with his father. After spending 11 years abroad developing Tropical 
Agriculture in Papua New Guinea, Stephen returned to the UK and took over his 
father’s bees when he passed away in 1997. He found his father’s bees were feisty 
and challenging, but through the encouragement of other beekeepers, re-queening 
and selective queen rearing he persevered and now has bees that are pleasant to 
work with and remain a main interest in his busy life.  

Stewart Beattie  Stewart Beattie: A long established member of PBKA and highly experienced 

beekeeper, Stewart retired from being a seasonal bee inspector several years ago.   

Until recently he was the BBKA Examinations Secretary for Cumbria.   

Stuart Bowie  An experienced beekeeper and member of PBKA, Stuart is also a member of the 

‘Magic Circle’ and was a professional close-up magician. 

Claire Densley  & 

Martin Hann 

Clare has been keeping bees since 1992. In  2008 she was appointed as assistant 
beekeeper at Buckfast Abbey. Since then, the department has changed from a honey 
producing unit to focusing on education, environmental awareness, and wellbeing. 
Clare now runs the department with Martin. Martin was formerly a seasonal bee 
inspector for the Southwest region. 

Stephen Livingstone  Stephen Livingstone is a visual artist who is based in Durham. His work deals with 

human impact upon landscapes and habitats and often involves collaboration with 

museums and archives, academic institutions and individuals with specialist 

http://www.bbka.org.uk/
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knowledge and skills. Stephen exhibited his collection of paintings about the 

changing state of honey bee colonies throughout the year, in the ‘Hive Geometrix 

Exhibition’ at Upfront Gallery May- July 2022. He prepared for the exhibition over a 

number of years by observing Penrith beekeepers at work, participating in hive 

inspections and honey extractions and reading widely around the subject.   

Northumberland 

Honey Company  

Northumberland Honey Co is a working bee farm and meadery based in Haltwhistle. 
Founded in 2015, nowadays Suzie and Luke with their apprentice beekeepers keep 
200 colonies of bees producing honey, and also a range of award winning sparkling 
mead as well as beeswax candles and other hive products for sale. During the 
beekeeping season they rear queen bees for ‘next day delivery’  to bee keepers 
across then north and beyond.  

Dominic Rhodes  An engineer by profession, Dominic has been fascinated with the science / 
engineering behind bees.  Dominic  is a well known lecturer on bee related matters 
across Cumbria. An experienced beekeeper from his early teens, he runs advanced 
courses for beekeepers specialising in pollen identification, microscopy and queen 
rearing.  He has supported the training of beginner beekeepers at the association 
apiaries at Penrith (Acorn Bank) and Whitehaven. 

Ben Rowland  Ben  grew up in a small town north of Boston, MA, in the USA. He originally came to 

Newcastle University as an undergraduate student to study zoology. He has 

remained at Newcastle where he has  continued his studies. He has recently 

completed a PhD in ‘Modelling Methods to Improve the Understanding of Chronic 

Bee Paralysis in the European Honey Bee (Apis mellifera)’. 

 

Additional  information:  

At each Branch Meeting there will be a ‘Swop Box’ : and opportunity for you  ‘ bring and 

choose’ a book or DVD of information about bees and bee keeping.  

 So review your collection of books and DVDs and consider what is now surplus to 

requirements and bring them along so that another beekeeper can have the use of them.  

A small donation to PBKA for this service will be appreciated if you find a book in the 

collection that you would like to have.   
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