
ORGANISATION OF THE BRITISH BEEKEEPERS 
ASSOCIATION 

  

 
 

British Beekeepers Association (BBKA) 
The British Beekeepers Association, based at the National Agricultural Centre, 
Stoneleigh, Kenilworth, is the national umbrella organisation for all member 
beekeepers in the UK. Branch members can elect to become Trustees of the 
BBKA. 
  
The main remit of the BBKA is education, and regular informative and training 
events for beekeepers and those interested in learning more about 
beekeeping, together with national events such as the Honey Show, are 
organised. 
 
The BBKA also manages examinations and associated syllabi; organises 
insurance for members; provides a list of potential apiary locations; raises 
awareness of Asian hornets; and provides advice for the general public, 
including information on swarms.  
 
The monthly BBKA News is produced by the BBKA and distributed to all 
current members. 
 

Cumbria Beekeepers Association (CBKA) 
Area (or regional) associations are generally organised at county level, are 
the canopy establishments for the branches, and act as a conduit for 
communication between members, branches and the BBKA.  



 
The aims of CBKA are based on those of the BBKA: 
a) The promotion and improvement of beekeeping in Cumbria and the 
surrounding area 
(b) The control and where possible the eradication of diseases and disorders 
of honeybees within Cumbria 
(c) The raising of public awareness in Cumbria to the importance of bees and 
beekeeping to the environment. 
 
The CBKA provides financial assistance to the branches to further the aims of 
the BBKA e.g. by acquiring equipment and securing grants to run events.  
 
One of the elected CBKA officers represents our area at the BBKA Annual 
Delegate Meeting with voting rights on behalf of our area members. On behalf 
of the CBKA, this representative can: 

• Propose actions and policies. 

• Vote for BBKA exam board members and executive trustees proposed by 
CBKA members. 

• Scrutinise the work of the BBKA executive.  
 
CBKA also co-ordinates local BBKA module examinations and practical 
assessments on behalf of the local branches by supporting members with 
applications and directing them to training, examiners and appropriate 
examination/assessment facilities.   
 
A regular area newsletter, the Bee Times, is circulated to all CBKA members. 
 

Branches: Carlisle, Cockermouth, Keswick, Penrith, 
Whitehaven 
BBKA membership is generally organised via a local branch.  
Branches usually have a working apiary for the benefit of their members; 
organise regular meetings, training sessions and apiary visits throughout the 
year; and may have a selection of equipment for hire and books for loan.  
The aims of a branch are based on those of the BBKA and CBKA. 
 

Committees and officers 
Elected officers, comprising president, vice-president, secretary, and 
treasurer, exist at area level.  CBKA also has an executive committee, 
consisting of representatives from each branch, with an elected chairman and 
vice-chairman, and there are several other officers, such as examinations 
secretary, eR2 manager. Branches generally have similar committee 
members, and may also have trustees and other posts e.g., apiary manager, 
membership secretary. 



 

YOU CAN HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE FOR BEES / 
BEEKEEPING ACROSS CUMBRIA 

 
Cumbria Beekeepers Association (CBKA) invites branch representatives to 
participate in area meetings either by: 

• volunteering for election to the Executive Committee at the AGM  
or  

• as a local representative at CBKA committee meetings (either on a 
regular basis or occasionally) to engage in the discussions - with up 
to 2 voting representatives per branch 

 

Your opinions matter to us.   
Make sure you have your say! 

 

Please contact the Chair of your branch if you would like to get involved.  
 


